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Abstract- Contemporary Indian English fiction reflects the
social, cultural, educational, and political changes taking
place in India. Chetan Bhagat is one of the popular
contemporary Indian novelists whose works explore the
aspirations and struggles of young people. This article
examines the representation of contemporary Indian social
issues in Five Point Someone: What Not to Do at IIT (2004), 2
States: The Story of My Marriage (2009), and Revolution
2020: Love, Ambition, Corruption (2011). Through close
textual analysis, the study investigates educational pressure,
regional prejudice, gender inequality, family authority, and
political corruption. It argues that Bhagat portrays the
conflict between individual aspirations and restrictive social
structures. Although his simple language and humour make
these issues accessible to readers, the solutions offered by his
narratives sometimes emphasize individual choices rather
than wider social reform.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Indian English fiction has developed as an important
medium for representing the changing realities of Indian
society. Contemporary novelists explore issues such as
education, economic inequality, cultural identity, gender
discrimination, and political corruption. Chetan Bhagat
occupies a significant place in popular Indian English fiction
because his novels present these concerns through accessible
language and familiar situations. Bhagat’s fiction focuses
particularly on young people and their struggles to achieve
personal and professional His characters face
academic  competition, expectations,

success.
family cultural
differences, and institutional corruption. These problems
reveal the tensions between individual freedom and social
authority. This paper examines three selected novels: Five
Point Someone, 2 States, and Revolution 2020. It argues that
the novels collectively represent contemporary Indian society
as a space where educational institutions, family structures,
cultural traditions, and political systems influence individual
choices.
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II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Priya Joshi’s chapter “Chetan Bhagat: Remaking the
Novel in India” discusses Bhagat’s position within the
changing landscape of the Indian English novel and popular
readership. Her work provides a wuseful context for
understanding the relationship between Bhagat’s accessible
narrative style and his literary popularity. Studies of Five
Point Someone have examined the pressure created by
competitive educational systems. The research on 2 States has
focused on inter-cultural marriage, regional identity, and
family expectations. Critical discussions of Revolution 2020
have explored corruption and the relationship between
educational institutions and political power. These studies
provide valuable insights into individual themes. However, the
present article brings the three novels together to examine how
education, culture, gender, and politics collectively shape the
lives of contemporary Indian youth. Its contribution lies in this
comparative approach and in its consideration of both the
social criticism and the limitations of Bhagat’s narrative
solutions.

Educational Pressure in Five Point Someone

Five Point Someone narrates the experiences of three
students, Hari, Ryan, and Alok, at the Indian Institute of
Technology. Their influenced by academic
competition, institutional expectations, family responsibilities,
and uncertainty about the future. Ryan criticizes the grading
system and its impact on students’ creativity: “This system of
relative grading and over burdening the students. I mean it
kills the best fun years of your life. But it kills something else.
Where is the room of original thought? Where is the time for
creativity? It is not fair.” (Bhagat 35)

lives are

Ryan’s questions expose the conflict between
academic performance and genuine learning. His concern is
that students become preoccupied with grades instead of
developing independent thinking and creativity. The statement
also suggests that excessive academic pressure can deprive
young people of the freedom and enjoyment associated with
student life. The students’ exhaustion is further expressed
through Ryan’s complaint: “Working away like moronic
drones until midnight. ManPro yesterday, ApMech day before,
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Quanto today...it never ends. I need a break, man” (Bhagat
14). The comparison with “moronic drones” suggests that
repetitive academic work makes students feel mechanical
rather than intellectually independent. Through humour and
informal dialogue, Bhagat questions an educational culture
that values measurable achievement more than creativity and
personal development. The novel suggests that academic
success should not be the only measure of a student’s abilities.

The novel also shows how family circumstances
influence students’ ambitions. Alok explains his motivation: “I
want to get a job in Delhi, so I can look after my parents and
take care of our money problems.” (Bhagat 99) For Alok,
employment represents both personal achievement and family
responsibility. His educational goals are shaped by financial
difficulties, demonstrating that students experience academic
pressure differently according to their circumstances. Hari’s
statement, “I really did not know what I wanted in life”
(Bhagat 100), expresses the uncertainty experienced by young
people who must balance personal interests with external
expectations. Through these characters, Bhagat presents
education as a source of opportunity that can also create
anxiety. Thus, Five Point Someone questions the limitations of
competitive education and emphasizes the importance of
creativity, friendship, and individual development.

Cultural Conflict and Female Autonomy in 2 States

In 2 States Krish Malhotra and Ananya Swaminathan
belong to different regional and cultural backgrounds. Their
relationship becomes complicated by family expectations,
regional prejudice, and social
marriage. Krish’s mother expresses her prejudice against

conventions surrounding
South Indian women: “These South Indians don’t know how
to control their daughters. From Hema Malini to Shridevi, all
of them trying to catch Punjabi men.” (Bhagat 48) This
statement reveals how regional stereotypes influence personal
relationships. The phrase “control their daughters” also
reflects the expectation that women’s behaviour should remain
under family supervision. Bhagat uses humour to expose the
narrow attitudes that prevent people from accepting cultural
differences.

The novel demonstrates that cultural diversity does
not automatically produce mutual understanding. Prejudice
develops when individuals consider their own traditions
superior to those of others. Krish and Ananya’s relationship
challenges these assumptions by bringing two families into
direct contact. Parental authority becomes evident when
Krish’s father declares, “You will not choose a girl for
marriage. I will choose for you” (Bhagat 198). This statement
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represents marriage as a decision controlled by the family
rather than the individual.

Similarly, Ananya’s mother warns her, “You are my
daughter, do you understand? You are spoiling our name in
the community, do you understand?” (Bhagat 151). The
reference to the family’s reputation shows how community
expectations can restrict personal freedom. These incidents
reveal the tension between traditional family authority and the
desire of young adults to make independent decisions. Bhagat
suggests that marriage should be based on mutual
understanding rather than regional identity or social pressure.

Ananya directly challenges expectations concerning
women’s appearance and behaviour: “I wear shorts because I
like to wear shorts.” (Bhagat 20) She further argues that
“women are intelligent human beings” and should not be told
what to wear or do, particularly when they are adults (Bhagat
20). Ananya’s statements emphasize women’s right to make
decisions about their own lives. Her resistance questions
patriarchal attitudes that treat women’s behaviour as a matter
of family honour. Through her character, Bhagat highlights
the importance of individual freedom and gender equality.
However, the novel’s emphasis on romantic love and family
reconciliation does not necessarily eliminate the wider social
prejudices that produce these conflicts. Its importance lies in
exposing the tension between cultural conformity and personal
choice.

Corruption and Ambition in Revolution 2020

Revolution 2020 examines the relationship between
education, political influence, and economic ambition. Set in
Varanasi, the novel follows Gopal, Raghav, and Aarti as they
negotiate personal relationships and professional goals within
a society affected by corruption.

Gopal’s involvement in establishing an educational
institution reveals how education can become connected with
profit and political influence. Institutions that should promote
knowledge and professional development may instead
prioritize financial success. This concern connects Revolution
2020 with Five Point Someone. While the earlier novel
emphasizes the pressure experienced by students, Revolution
2020 examines the institutional conditions that shape
educational opportunities. Together, the novels question
whether education can fulfil its social purpose when grades,
money, and commercial interests become dominant.

Gopal represents the conflict between personal
ambition and ethical responsibility. His desire for success
leads him into a system influenced by corruption and political
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connections. His experiences demonstrate how the pursuit of
wealth and recognition can encourage moral compromise.
Raghav, in contrast, represents the desire for social change
through journalism. His commitment to exposing corruption
suggests that public accountability is essential for a fair
society. The contrast between the two characters highlights
different responses to an unequal social environment. Gopal
becomes involved in the system, whereas Raghav attempts to
challenge it. Through their experiences, Bhagat questions
whether personal success is meaningful when it depends on
unethical practices. Nevertheless, individual idealism alone
cannot eliminate institutional corruption. The novel suggests
the importance of ethical responsibility while also revealing
the difficulties of transforming systems in which political and
economic interests are closely connected.

The three novels present different aspects of
contemporary Indian society, but their central concerns are
closely connected. Five Point Someone examines academic
pressure and the limitations of competitive education. 2 States
explores regional prejudice, family authority, and women’s
autonomy. Revolution 2020 focuses on commercialization,
ambition, and political corruption. Across these works,
individual aspirations are repeatedly shaped by external
expectations. Students must satisfy academic demands,
couples must negotiate family approval, and ambitious young
people must confront institutions influenced by money and
power.

Bhagat’s conversational language and humour make
these problems accessible to a wide readership. His characters
express frustration through everyday experiences rather than
abstract arguments. This approach enables readers to
recognize the relationship between personal difficulties and
broader social structures. However, the novels sometimes
emphasize individual decisions as solutions to complex social
problems. Friendship cannot completely reform educational
institutions, romantic reconciliation cannot remove all cultural
prejudice, and journalism alone cannot eliminate corruption.
These limitations suggest that social transformation requires
both individual responsibility and institutional reform.

III. CONCLUSION

Chetan Bhagat’s Five Point Someone, 2 States, and
2020 offer significant representations of
contemporary Indian social concerns. Through student life,
inter-regional marriage, and educational corruption, the novels
explore the conflict between individual aspirations and
established social structures. Five Point Someone questions
excessive academic competition and emphasizes the
importance of creativity and personal development. 2 States
challenges regional prejudice, patriarchal authority, and

Revolution
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restrictions on women’s autonomy. Revolution 2020 exposes
the ethical problems associated with commercialized
education and political corruption.

Although Bhagat’s accessible style makes these
issues understandable to a broad readership, the novels do not
provide complete solutions to the social problems they
portray. Their value lies in drawing attention to the pressures
experienced by young people and encouraging readers to
question established attitudes and institutions. A comparative
reading therefore demonstrates how popular Indian English
fiction can contribute to discussions of education, cultural
identity, gender equality, and social responsibility.
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