
IJSART - Volume 4 Issue 3 – MARCH 2018                                                                                     ISSN [ONLINE]: 2395-1052 
 

Page | 943                                                                                                                                                                     www.ijsart.com 
 

Solar Energy Harvesting Optimization For Wireless 
Sensor Networks 

 
Mohit Kumar Sharma1, Mr.Ravi Shankar Singh2, Dr. Deepika Chouhan3, Md. Asif Iqbal4 

1,2,3,4Dept of Electrical Engineering 
1,2,3,4Poornima College of Engineering, Rajasthan Technical University, Jaipur, India 

 
Abstract- The vitality improvement of asset obliged vitality 
reaping Remote Sensor Systems (WSN) have constituted a 
noteworthy research subject as of late in regions such as 
ecological checking, peril recognition and modern 
applications. Current methodologies use strategies, for 
example, versatile obligation cycling, transmission control 
adjustment and information diminishment techniques to limit 
vitality utilization. Notwithstanding, most of the best in class 
approaches with WSN inquire about expect that vitality age, 
albeit variable, is not controllable in-situ to enhance vitality 
age. In this paper, we plan a low power, minimal effort, open 
source sunlight based following instrument for vitality 
gathering remote sensors. Besides, we figure the dynamic 
vitality age framework as an enhancement issue and from this 
outline an versatile, lightweight, conveyed, forecast free 
calculation to amplify the vitality age of the framework. From 
our assessment, a change of up to 165% in vitality age has 
been seen when thought about to conventional following 
strategies and that the lightweight appropriated execution is, 
by and large, 99.1% as proficient as the all around ideal 
arrangement crosswise over 28 unmistakable testing 
situations. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
 Recently, WSN technologies research has matured to 
become a viable solution for real world applications. Practical 
obstacles to the adoption of WSN have been the narrow use 
cases if powered by mains electricity and limited lifetime if 
operated on primary batteries . Vitality Collecting WSN (EH-
WSN) advancements have been presented from sources, for 
example, sun powered, wind, thermoelectric and vibration as a 
potential answer for this issue. with sun powered vitality age 
being most exceptional among these arrangements . Ebb and 
flow examine in EH-WSN tries to viably use vitality utilizing 
techniques, for example, obligation cycle adjustment what's 
more, Vitality Neural Task (ENO). In any case, this work 
thinks about diminishing vitality utilization or booking 
activities on occasion when vitality is accessible as opposed to 
streamlining the creation of vitality from vitality collectors. In 

parallel, enhancing sun oriented vitality age proficiency has 
been a noteworthy point in look into for a considerable length 
of time with work on territories, for example, new materials 
more productive control administration systems  and sun 
oriented following strategies . Nonetheless, these don't keenly 
adjust to augment vitality age in a WSN framework. The 
curiosity of this paper lies in the production of a versatile, 
lightweight, dispersed calculation to augment vitality age in a 
sunlight based following EH-WSN. Generally sun oriented 
following has not been executed in WSN because of the little 
size of the vitality reaping component, where the vitality cost 
of activation can be higher than the vitality picked up by 
following the sun, bringing about a net misfortune in the 
framework. So as to boost vitality produced in an EH-WSN 
framework and guarantee no vitality is lost; a novel effective 
low cost, low power, sunlight based tracker is outlined. 
Moreover, the basic leadership around sun powered following 
is detailed as an improvement issue and a lightweight 
appropriated forecast free calculation created to boost vitality 
produced. To the best of our knowledge, this paper is the first 
to create such a system. Within solar tracking research, work 
has been undertaken to improve energy generation; however, 
this work does not consider the perspective shown here. For 
instance, the work of considers the use of a ZigBee based 
wireless sensor network to efficiently track the motion of the 
sun. However, this work utilizes WSN to facilitate 
optimization of energy generation for large scale grid tied 
solar systems, rather than having solar tracking technologies 
facilitate EHWSN. Work, such as  designs a solar tracker for 
WSN systems utilizing a purely mechanical approach. 
Utilizing a mechanical clock mechanism the system will 
continually follow the sun. However, this work would not be 
adaptive to inclement weather and crucially the system is 
purely explored through abstract simulation and not tested in 
real world conditions. Finally, the work of [ considers a high 
accuracy solar tracker for WSN applications, this work has 
several intelligent design choices in terms of device 
initialization. However, the impact of this paper lays in the 
hardware design to ensure the most accurate tracking possible 
for the paper’s light focusing optics, rather than the lowest 
energy consumed to track as in our testing apparatus. 
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The commitments of this paper can be condensed as takes 
after:  
 

 We figure the streamlining issue to amplify sun 
oriented age for a WSN application  

  A lightweight, expectation free, disseminated 
calculation is intended to take care of the 
streamlining issue exhibited in this paper and is 
contrasted with a beast constrain based ideal 
approach  

 The proposed calculation is checked by reenactment 
utilizing genuine follow driven vitality age 
information  

  We outline a minimal effort, low power, open source 
sun based following device and perform true testing 
to demonstrate the viability of the work  
 
The outcomes demonstrate that an expansion in 

vitality age of 165% can be accomplished. Moreover, the 
lightweight calculation is appeared to be, by and large, 99.1% 
as proficient as the universally ideal arrangement. 
 

II. SYSTEM MODEL 
 

In this paper, we consider a vitality reaping remote 
sensor which works in discrete time slots. Inside these time 
slots, a sensor hub can embrace assignments, for example, 
detecting, remote transmission, and activation.  

 
 (1)                    (ܿܧ + ݁ݏܧ + ݎݐܧ) = ݊݁ݏܧ
 
where Etr, Ese and Eco are the vitality utilization per 

transmission, detecting and vitality utilization of the dynamic 
sensor hub separately. In a time slot, t, the battery state Bt of a 
hub would then be able to be communicated as  

  
 (2)            ݁ܿܧ – ݐܦ(݊݁ݏܧ) − ݃ܪ + 1−ݐܤ = ݐܤ
 
where Bt−1 is that battery state at the past schedule 

opening, t−1, Hg is add up to vitality created from the vitality 
gathering source inside the timeslot, t, Dt is the obligation 
cycle of the hub at t, and Ece is the vitality utilization when the 
hub returns to a rest state. Inside WSN framework, the 
previously mentioned obligation cycle adjustment investigate 
centers around differing Dt with a specific end goal to 
fluctuate the vitality utilization of a remote sensor framework. 
Be that as it may, (2) accept that the variable Hg can't be 
differed by the WSN and is reliant altogether on the 
wellspring of the vitality gatherer e.g. the sun force and course 
for a sunlight based vitality gatherer. This paper tries to 
present sunlight based following to enhance vitality age in 
WSN frameworks. With the presentation of sun powered 

following, Hg  is not any more static. The objective of a sun 
powered following framework is to limit the edge of rate 
between the approaching sun oriented vitality and the sun 
powered cell by embraced an incitation activity to pivot the 
sunlight based cell with a specific end goal to boost the vitality 
created. 
 

 
Figure 1: Diagram of sun oriented development and graphical 

portrayal of factors included 
 

To compute the new Hg, considering the activation of  
the sun oriented tracker, think about the accompanying  

 
 (3)                         ݑܽܧ – ݒܧ = ݃ܪ

 
Where Epv  is the vitality produced by the sunlight 

based cell and the vitality cost of activation, and Eau, the cost 
per incitation of he sun based tracker, can be communicated as  

 
 (4)              ݐ݉(݉ܧ) + ܿܽܧ = ݑܽܧ

 
where Eac  is the actuation vitality required for the engine to 
start moving, Emo is the vitality required to move the engine by 
one degree and mt is the quantity of degrees moved in time t. 
Consider, Epv, the vitality produced by the sunlight based cell  
 

 (5)         ߠ bn cosܩpvgܣݒߟ = ݒܧ
 

where ݒߟ is the sun based transformation 
effectiveness, Apvg  is the sun based board territory and ܾ݊ܩ is 
the sunlight based illumination hitting a tilted sun based plane, 
and ߠ is the point of occurrence of the suns beams on the tilted 
plane, Conditions (4) and (5) consider development in the 
azimuth introduction, as in Figure 1, for 1 Level of Flexibility 
(1DOF) as it were. It is unimportant to grow this articulation 
to incorporate both height and azimuth for 2 Level of 
Opportunity (2DOF). Notwithstanding, this is considered to be 
outside the degree of work as 2DOF produces a substantially 
littler change in vitality age more than 1DOF frameworks . 
 
A. Problem Formulation 
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By considering the goal of maximizing energy 
generation, an optimization formulation seeks to achieve a 
solution to 
the following problem: 
 
(P1) max 
 ݓܰ
Σ Hg 

 1=ݐ
. 
 
 (5) ,(4) ,(3) ,(2) ݏݐ݊݅ܽݎݐݏ݊ܿ
The objective function (6) seeks to maximize energy 
generation over time window ܰݓ. The constraints specified 
ensure that the characteristics of the solar tracker are correctly 
represented. From (3) the goal of an optimization would be to 
maximize energy generated by minimizing the angle ߠ 
between the solar cell and the current position the sun while 
minimizing the energy consumed by updating the position of 
the solar tracker, ݑܽܧ. With a specific end goal to tackle the 
defined issue, we propose two arrangements. Right off the bat 
a concentrated comprehensive inquiry technique which is 
alluded to as the Brute force strategy. Besides, novel 
Lightweight strategy reasonable for in-hub usage. 
 
B. Brute Force Solver  

 
One, concentrated, approach is to utilize a 

comprehensive hunt way to deal with settle for each 
development change of over Nw. By figuring each change of 
sun based following development over Nw, the subsequent 
vitality gathered from this technique will be the ideal 
procedure for sun based following. In any case, this is 
computationally overwhelming arrangement, which is 
measured in the assessment segment of this paper. As this 
calculation works over Nw, it normally takes after that forecast 
of Gbn is required, bringing blunders into the Brute force 
strategy. For the assessment of this paper, the Brute force 
strategy is utilized to benchmark the viability of the proposed 
Lightweight strategy utilizing genuine sunlight based follow 
information. The blunders presented by sunlight based 
forecast are considered outside the extent of this paper and 
will be investigated in future work. 
 
C. Lightweight Solver  

 
To beat the restrictions of the Brute force technique, 

a Lightweight strategy is proposed here to settle the figured 
issue. It is intended to be figured, in hub, at each time without 
the requirement for expectation of future sun oriented vitality 
gathering execution. The Algorithm 9 restores a choice to 
move in the current availability and by how much the sun 

oriented tracker should move. Keeping in mind the end goal to 
additionally comprehend the progression of this framework, 
assessments are performed. 
 

III. EVALUATION 
 

So as to test the viability of our proposed models, 
recreations are attempted. Besides, the novel Light weight 
strategy is mimicked over a year time span to comprehend the 
execution over a long haul period. So as to test the genuine 
viability of the proposed arrangement certifiable testing is 
embraced using a smaller scale sun oriented following 
gathering test rig. In request to test over long haul periods 
three components are required; long haul natural information a 
precise sun oriented model to produce practical vitality 
information from said natural information  and an exact 
learning of the cost of incitation of the tracker which is 
estimated from the exploratory apparatus planned. The time 
window Nw is comprised of 48 times parts, each enduring 30 
minutes, to mirror the recurrent regular of sunlight based 
vitality. 

 
Comprehensively this area looks into the execution of 

4 unique techniques:  
 

 Static: a non moving sun based cell, looking due 
south  

 Traditional: The set up technique for sun based 
following  through predictable activation at discrete 
schedule     

 Brute force: The incorporated beast constrain 
calculation proposed in this paper  

 Lightweight: The novel lightweight, expectation free, 
appropriated calculation proposed here  
 
To start this assessment we play out a relative 

examination of the lightweight and savage power strategy. 
 

A.True Experimentation 
 

So as to comprehend the execution of the 
Lightweight strategy, genuine experimentation is attempted, as 
anyone might imagine found in Figure 2a, using an open 
source testing mechanical assembly intended for this paper, as 
can be found in Figure 5b. The exploratory setup works the 
Static, Traditional and Lightweight strategies portrayed in this 
paper to assess their execution in a true situation. Figure 2b 
features the individual parts of each sun powered analyzer, 
which contain an engine and engine controller for incitation, 
sunlight based cell for vitality age, current sensors to 
comprehend the execution of the sun powered cells and an 
MCU to run the calculations important to play out the testing. 
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Testing information is passed by means of serial to an Intel 
Edison Linux based microcontroller which parses and stores 
the assessment information from each sun oriented analyzer. 
The physical fenced in area and development instrument is 
fabricated using 3d printing what's more, laser-cutting 
advanced assembling systems. Further data, including source 
records for the physical walled in area configuration, circuit 
outline, firmware for both the calculations and Edison 
aggregator and a period slip by video of the sending is 
accessible at https://goo.gl/AYs7GB. Figure 4, demonstrates 
the outcomes from the main open air true testing of the testing 
mechanical assembly, led on a HC Solar day. Results 
demonstrate a 7.8% expansion in sun oriented vitality 
collected through the span of the day for the Lightweight 
strategy over the Traditional strategy. This is not out of the 
ordinary from recreations upon the arrival of the testing, 
following stages will incorporate expanded testing in reality to 
consolidate the other  testing situations arranged in this paper 
 

 
Figure 2(a) Deployment of real world test 

 

 
Figure 2(b) Exploded view of hardware with labels 

 
IV. CONFIGURATION CHALLENGES 

 
Rather than concentrating on vitality proficient 

systems administration conventions to augment the lifetime of 
sensor arranges, the primary goal is to amplify the data or 
information gathered from the sensor arrange given the rate of 
vitality that can be reaped from the earth. In the accompanying 
subsections, we quickly talk about the systems administration 
related research issues.  

 
A. Topology Control  

Topology control plans can misuse transmission 
control to build the likelihood of effectively conveying the 
information to the following jump . Bigger transmission 
control implies that more vitality is required to be gathered 
before the hub can get or transmit information parcels, along 
these lines diminishing the obligation cycles of the hub. This 
might be important if a hub's neighbors have not collected 
adequate vitality to work. Along these lines, transmission 
control is pivotal in enhancing the execution of WSN-HEAP. 
This additionally impacts the coherent topology and sending 
systems . 

 
B. MAC 
 

Typically, MAC protocols designed for WSNs aim to 
reduce energy usage and prolong network lifetime at the 
expense of longer delays. In the case of WSN-HEAP, it makes 
more sense to find a means of efficiently using the harvested 
energy to maximize throughput and minimize delays. 
Furthermore, unnecessary waiting (to synchronize with time 
slots) or retransmissions can be counter-productive; it has 
been shown in  that a slotted CSMA MAC performs worse 
than an un slotted scheme because energy is consumed during 
the slot synchronization process, resulting in longer harvesting 
periods thereby reducing throughput. 

 
C. Steering  
 

Since the wakeup time of any sensor can't be assessed 
precisely on the grounds that the correct rate of vitality reaped 
changes with time and other natural variables, it is 
exceptionally troublesome to guarantee that the following 
jump hub is alert to get a bundle. The vulnerability in to what 
extent it takes a hub to sufficiently collect vitality before it can 
work again influences existing rest to wake booking plans for 
WSNs unusable since a hub may not have collected adequate 
vitality at the planned wakeup time. Moreover, in the event 
that it has drained all its vitality in its past cycle, it might free 
its planning reference when it wakes up once more. In this 
way, communicate and deft plans are more appropriate in 
WSN-Store. In any case, communicating may result in 
numerous copies if numerous hubs are wakeful; along these 
lines, some type of duplication-concealment is required so that 
the collected vitality isn't squandered on conveying copies. 
The perfect circumstance would be any cast where precisely 
one hub (among those alert and heard the parcel transmission) 
will forward information parcels towards the sink. This 
guarantees the sink gets precisely one duplicate of every 
parcel from the source. In the event that there are lacking alert 
sending hubs, either in light of the fact that the thickness of the 
hubs sent is too low or the normal an discontinuously 
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associated portable system, where the utilization of delay-
tolerant system (DTN) methods might be proper. 

 
D. Dependable Information Conveyance  
 

Dependable information conveyance might be 
required for a few applications. Since the source hub isn't alert 
constantly, it is a test to outline dependable transport 
conventions as numerous solid transport conventions need to 
make utilization of positive input for retransmissions. Another 
prerequisite to guarantee each stream gets what's coming to its 
of transfer speed given the sum of vitality that can be collected 
from the earth. Since vitality is free since it is sustainable, 
hubs encourage far from the sink may starve the hubs closer 
the sink if sending parcels have higher need than the hub's 
own particular bundles. Along these lines, there is a 
requirement for a vehicle convention to direct the information 
stream with the end goal that any source will get what's 
coming to its of transmission capacity regardless of where it is 
situated in the system. 

 
V. CONCLUSION 

 
Lacking vitality age can be a noteworthy issue amid 

the activity of WSN frameworks. To accomplish the objective 
of never-endingly fueled EH-WSN, boosting vitality created 
by sun powered vitality reapers is fundamental. In this paper, 
we have demonstrated that, by utilizing our novel Lightweight 
following calculation, it is feasible for WSN applications to 
increment their vitality age by up to 165%. The capacity to 
expand vitality age of a WSN enhances the capacity for it to 
attempt detecting, transmission, and information handling 
errands. For access to open source equipment, firmware, 
packaging plan and programming examination devices created 
for this paper and in addition a video of the sending testing, 
please visit https://goo.gl/AYs7GB. Following stages will 
incorporate broadened arrangement of the testing mechanical 
assembly to accumulate long haul information to approve the 
techniques proposed here and in addition inspecting exchange 
offs related with distinctive actuator innovations and their 
related vitality utilization, sun based cell advances, and size. 
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