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Abstract- In this study concise information on avifauna of 
Kuldiha under Salboni Community Development Block of 
Midnapore, Paschim Medinipur has been placed. The 
information reflects on some migratory birds, their breeding 
behaviour and ecological amplitude during post monsoon. 
Species found there are Open Bill storks, Black headed ibis, 
Black ibis which are migratory while other birds like night 
heron, little cormorants, and intermediate egret and pond 
herons are local that exists side by side without any ill 
behaviour. Black headed ibis and night herons are near 
threatened category and breed here though this is a 
community based habitat which is important for heronry. The 
vegetation of the site and impact of the birds have been made 
in the present communication with potential threat that might 
be a key role to sustain the natural environment in near future. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

Avifauna is found in most of the parts of the world as 
permanent or temporary basis. But in some sites weather are 
too extreme that sustain frequent visitors for varied purpose. 
These are such which are freezing cold to melting hot weather 
where avifauna cannot survive there. So, they need to visit 
favourable places where they can do easily roosting, nesting 
and breeding. The available food and nesting materials make 
them convenient to make settlement in such habitat where 
temporal availability of such materials is found. Therefore, to 
make them adjust with such environment, habitat is important. 
Some sites having temporal availability of materials required 
for their settlement and that’s why they stay there for few 
months when the actual habitat is unfavourable. Remembering 
the science background on such behaviour of birds and habitat 
conservation are essential for ornithofauna study.  

 
Habitat conservation is an important thing in 

conservation of birds because of species need habitat that is 
full of resources. So, depleted resource and threatened habitats 
losing bonds between living and non-living components of the 
site too. Therefore ecological parameters and species richness 
gradually fall that causing loss of ecosystem bonding there. 

The grass land are being dumped with garbage, ponds and 
water bodies, wetlands and low lying lands are getting dirty 
and filled by full of garbage day by day, trees and forests are 
being cut, birds are being hunted and poached for their body 
parts etc. This is leading to extinction of birds gradually but 
slowly. The overall impact forces on food chain and this will 
finally lead to an unbalance process in nature. Extinction of 
species, natural disasters and cope for extinction of species of 
all kinds might be the next step process which could alter the 
complete environment of the globe. So, for continuation of life 
on earth human beings the most intelligent creature on earth 
should play its key role by conserving birds and trees. 
Remembering the theme in mind the present study have been 
conducted since 2016 till date to locate the bird behaviour in a 
community based ecosystem in Kulkdiha village of Paschim 
Medinipur district which is nutshell as ‘Pakhi village” as the 
term ‘pakhi’ in Bengali language is Bird. Birds are very 
important because they help us in various ways and are a 
centre of attraction to us (Das and Das, 2018). To make the 
village eco-friendly and make it complete in all aspect the 
present study has been made. 

 
II. STUDY AREA 

 
Study area of Kuldiha is fall under Kuldiha of 

Salboni Community block in Paschim Medinipur district of 
West Bengal. The village is situated on the metallic road 
Midnapore-Bhadutala to Lalgarh (Das and Das, 2017). The 
nearest point is Koima which is famous for Govt. General 
Degree College Salboni, Midnapore. It is a community based 
bird area but not yet been recognized as important bird area 
(IBA) as per the guideline of Birdlife International. One 
dominated pond and many small water bodies, canals and 
agricultural land fall under the site. The site is dominated by 
many big trees like Tamarindus, Adina, Schleichera, Albizzia, 
Samanea, Ficus religiosa, Ficus benghalensis, Bambusa 
bamboos, B. Balcua, B. Tulda, Terminalia crenulata, Borassus 
flabellifer, Phoenix sylvestris, Madhuca indica, Morus indica, 
Ficus glomerata, Streblus asper, Anthocephalous cadamab, 
Tectona grandis, Mangifera indica, Artocarpus heterophylla, 
Azadirachta indica, Ziziphus jujuba, Trema orientalis, 
Dalbergia sissoo, Psidium guajava, Cocos nucifera, Syzygium 
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cumuni etc. The entire village and around the cultivable land 
mass was taken in to consideration during the study. 
 

III. MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 
Frequent field visit were done with the help of some 

knowledgeable persons. Discussion about the bird and bird 
behaviour was conducted in the village premises with some 
persons headed by Sri Pranab Mahato of the same village. 
Cultivated land was examined for food of birds available in 
monsoon, post monsoon and in winter. Vegetation structure, 
availability of resource like water and small herbs and shrubs 
including nesting sites have been studied well round the year. 
Temperature, humidity and rainfall parameters were recorded. 
Round the year, migratory bird behaviour and availability of 
species in 1km radius was recorded. Binocular, DSLR 
cameras, sound recorder, temperature meter, lux meter, GPS 
and necessary items were taken for study. Seminar and 
training workshop have been conducted at Lalgarh Govt. 
College, Lalgarh, Jhargram and in Seva Bharati 
Mahavidyalaya, Kapgari, Jhargram to popularize birds and 
birding at Kuldiha. Indigenous and winter visitors including 
migratory special king have been recorded in note book and 
data sheet was prepared accordingly as per IBCN format. 
Literatures studied for the entire work are mentioned in 
references 4-21. 

 
IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 
The study site shows big trees and heavy bush 

managed by local people which is beneficial to the roosting 
and nesting site of many birds mainly near threatened species 
like black headed ibis and night heron. Not only that Asian 
Open Bill Stork and egrets are the social elements on such 
heronry. The coming period of the Open Bill storks is the first 
week of May each year though it differs depending upon the 
early monsoon. They prefer Eucalyptus twigs to make nests 
during monsoon to post-monsoon which is available in local 
forest. Late comers are black headed ibis including night 
herons. Some birds like Open Bill Storks and Night heron stay 
here due to some cause which need study soon. Late October 
to early November, most of the Open Bill storks move to their 
own habitat. Black headed ibis last for more time though they 
are late comers. In the month of November even up to 
December black headed ibis found here with less number. 
This perhaps need more time to make a complete trial of 
flying. Top canopy of big tamarind trees and some other 
deciduous trees are the habitat for nesting. Like tamarind other 
tree species like Mitragyna parviflora, Terminalia arjuma etc. 
are the preferred habitats of black headed ibis and Asian Open 
bills. In the same time Open bill stork choose lower canopy of 
the same tree species but their nesting habitats are somehow 

different. Only a few black ibis were recorded frequently. 
Little egrets, Intermediate Egrets, Large egrets, Bitterns, Pond 
herons, Long tail shrikes, Fruit bats, Parakeets, Common 
myna, Bank myna, Jungle myna, Asian Pied Starling, Red 
vented Bulbul, Indian rollers, White breasted kingfishers, 
Common kingfishers, Stork-billed kingfishers, Jungle babbler, 
Sparrows and different types of warblers etc. are variable. 
These birds co-exist here with great co-operations. At the end 
of the November and first week of December, mostly all bird 
of migratory kind leave the place and the same ecological 
niche is filled with huge bat species with a few numbers of 
egrets and pond herons. Pond and low lying land becomes 
waterless and the feed of the birds exhausted. Spraying of 
insecticides and pesticides in winter makes the environment 
polluted and that may be a cause for the birds to leave the 
station. 

 
V. CONCLUSION 

 
Bird and the common creatures is the centre of 

attraction of many people over the globe. Depletion of 
resource and habitat loss is a threat to all creatures because 
resources are limited and structural ambiguity is restricted 
though the use pattern is varied (Das, 2016). So, it is urgent 
issue to keep everything managed to save us. Here, the village 
people of Kuldiha are very sensitive regarding bird 
conservation including bats and others. They provide facilities 
during study and demarcated the site as community based 
protection area. They started naming of some birds by their 
own. These are like ‘Joutha Bahini’ for black headed ibis, 
‘backtcha’ for night heron and so on. Scientific management is 
very essential to conserve the birds and bats in Kuldiha. 
Therefore, research and extension activities including training 
programme may be included through forest department or 
from Community development blocks or from different 
conservation agencies. It is very much essential to run home 
stay or develop ecotourism in connection with Kuldiha village 
for better management and better conservation in near future. 
Student’s participation and birding may be included through 
people’s participation in villages and in schools to make it 
convenient. Area may be free from strong insecticides and 
pesticides so that birds could be free and safe during nesting, 
resting and roosting. Migratory birds will come more that may 
be an extra to develop ecotourism and generation of income 
for sustenance of life. 
Photo Plates 
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Fig. 1 Intermediate egret showing normal plumage on 

Tamarind tree at Kuldiha 

 
Fig. 2 Night heron roosting during day time at 

Kuldiha, Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal 

 
Fig. 3 Black headed ibis during nesting at Kuldiha in 

2018, a threatened bird 

 
Fig. 4 Open bill storks at the nests during post 

monsoon on Anthocephalus cadamba tree 

 
Fig. 5 Teak vegetation supports bird for roosting and 

nesting at Kuldiha during post monsoon 
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